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mander-in-Chief, at Vellore,, with the same kind-
ness and confidence in his military merits. It was
from this knowledge of his character that General
Harris employed him in tlie very first operation of
the siege against the Sultaunpettah Tope; and
afterwards selected him for the distinguished
command of leading the assault on the 4th of
May. Whatever might have been the perils of
this service., there perhaps never lived a man better
qualified to execute it; and he received the warmest
thanks of the Commander-in-Chief, and was
recommended by him to the Governor-General as
entitled to the notice of his King and country, "for
the decided and able manner in which he con-
ducted it." It was with painful reluctance that
General Harris subsequently felt the necessity of
censuring him for that total want of discretion
and respect which he exhibited in his letters of
the 6th and 9th of May, 1799; but a fault acknow-
ledged by such an officer as General Baird was
sure of forgiveness from the kind heart of General
Harris; and that just admonition which had
been unwillingly forced from him, would have
been buried for ever in oblivion, as General Baird
earnestly desired., and General Harris fully in-
tended,, if the misguided zeal of Mr. Hook had
not given it publicity in his book. With Mr.
Hook., therefore, and his employers, the responsi-
bility for this must rest.

For myself, it is not without painful reluctance